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Hadith Three
The Right of Allah over His Servants

Mu‘dh ibn Jabal, may Allah be pleased with him, said:

I was riding behind the Messenger of Allah # on a donkey when he said to me, “O Mu4dh

do you know the right of Allah over His servants and the right of the servants over Allah?”
I said, “Allah and His Messenger know best.”

He said, “The right of Allah over His servants is that they worship Him and do not
associate anything with Him, and the right of the servants over Allah is that He does not

punish whoever does not associate anything with Him.”
I said, “O Messenger of Allah, should I not give the people these glad tidings?”
He said, “Do not give them these glad tidings for they will rely upon it.”

(Reported by al-Bukhari, Muslim, al-Tirmidhi, Ibn Majah and Ahmad)
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Hadith Four

The Prohibition of Seeking Blessings from Trees and the Like
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Abu Wagqid al-Laythi, may Allah be pleased with him, said:

We set out with the Messenger of Allah % for Hunayn, and we were new to Islam, having
only recently left disbelief. The disbelievers had a lote tree beside which they would stay
in devotion and upon which they would hang their weapons. It was called Dhat Anwat.

We passed by a lote tree and said, “O Messenger of Allah, designate for us a Dhat Anwat.”
The Messenger of Allah £ said:

“Allah is the Greatest! These are indeed the ways of those who came before you! By the
One in Whose Hand is my soul, you have said just as the Children of Israel said to Masa,
‘Make for us a god, just as they have gods.” He said, ‘Indeed, you are a people
behaving ignorantly.’ [al-A‘raf 7:138) You will surely follow the ways of those who came

before you.”

(Reported by Ahmad, al-Tirmidhi, who graded it authentic, ‘Abd al-Razzaq, Ibn Jarir,
Ibn al-Mundhir, Ibn Abi Hatim and al-Tabarani with a similar wording)
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